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the measure. They hoped to secure their power if the King
should die without such a provision; and he could not wish
to declare a Council of Regency, which would either confirm
his enemies in their station or oblige him to remove them
immediately, to which the irresolution of Ms nature, and
the difficulty of supplying their places, did not incline Hm;
for the Scotch he did not dare to bring more forward. The
Tories are too contemptible to be raised, and the opposi-
tion seem more hostile to him than to the ministers. The
measure was, however, so pressed upon him that he yielded,
and the King himself notified his intention to the Cabinet
Council, of which the five chieftains were in strict union,
that is, the Chancellor3, the Duke of Bedford, Grenville,
and the two Secretaries4. Judge of their surprise, in this
situation of things, when they learned that the Regent was
to be reserved, in petto, to the King's secret nomination;
that any one of the royal family might be the person; and
that the King's four brothers and uncle were to be left out
of the Council, but with a civil intimation that four of the
five might be admitted by the four nominations which the
King had reserved to himself, as his grandfather had done.
Nothing could have been devised less palatable to the
Princes, to the ministers, or to the people. Erom the first
band, however, there were heard few murmurs except from
the Duke of Cumberland, who determined in person to oppose
the bill. The people, who have little affection for any one
person concerned, waited both for the event and its con-
sequences with much indifference; and though egged on
a little by some of the opposition, and more by the admin-
istration, have taken little or no part in the affair. But
the ministers have not been so neutral. Their first step
was, to be disgusted; their next, to swallow their disgusts,
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